The successful completion of our DC2020
appeal to refurbish Scotts Development Centre

In June 2016 we launched
a fundraising appeal for
the refurbishment and
extension of the Scotts
Development Centre
The Development Centre
is a learning and social
hub for adults with
learning disabilities,
offering some 300
session places per
week in subjects as
diverse as life skills,
journalism, catering,
IT and performing arts.
Our facilities are spread
across two buildings –
the Delarue Hall and the
Barn (now referred to as
our Day Services and Life
Skills Centre).

The appeal was a
great success and
has created fantastic
new and refurbished
facilities. We will now
be able to offer more
places for everyone, and
accommodate those
people with mobility
issues and complex
personal care needs
who could not previously
attend.
July 2017 – 2018 first
two phases completed
2018 – 2020 – final
phase completed
Our thanks for your
help in the successful
appeal for £750,000
to refurbish our
Development Centre
for adults with learning
disabilities

Fundraising
The full amount of the
refurbishment was raised.
This is thanks to the huge
generosity of our local
community (individuals,
companies, schools and
other organisations), our
tireless Friends of Scotts
volunteer fundraising
team and the vital
support of many trusts
and foundations.

Our achievements thanks
to this generosity

Delarue Hall
• A brand new “Changing
Places” compliant
disabled wet room
was created
• A new lift was installed
to make the second
floor fully accessible for
the first time
• Two session rooms
formerly used by a

nursery school were
refurbished. New
lighting was installed,
electrics upgraded, and
doors reconditioned
• Lavatories were
replaced and a new
wheelchair-accessible
entrance added to the
ground floor room.

• An access corridor was
created between the
ground floor room and
the storage area. The
storage area was
gutted, painted, and
carpeted and has
become the new
Quiet Room, with
sensory equipment and
soft furnishings

• The hall kitchen was
replaced

• Outside, preparatory
work completed to
enable a garden area to
be created. Fencing was
replaced and overgrown
foliage trimmed back.
A metal handrail was
fitted around a new, fully
accessible concrete
path.

• New electric blinds

• The main boiler serving
the Hall was replaced
• The entrance and foyer
were extended and
remodelled

• The creation of a new
session room and
disabled WC
• New light and sound
systems and work
on the flooring, wall,
and windows

“I am really enjoying working at Scotts,
in the new refurbished Development
Centre building; what a great
environment! The entrance button and
the clean lines of the interior style have
made such a difference to ‘Student B’
moving along quicker to get to their
session. The full access lift means
that by not having to take the stairs
‘Student B’ is ready to join in with his
art session 40 minutes earlier than in
the old building. This only refers to a
small part of the wonderful new build,
but it makes a massive difference!”
- Staff member

The Barn – where our

life skills sessions are held
and a coffee shop open to
the public every Wednesday
morning

Ground floor
improvements:

• Complete refurbishment
of the session space
kitchen, making it more
user-friendly, with the
creation of a central
island around which
students can gather,
accessible doubleheight ovens and high
quality, durable units
• The entrance has been
opened out, allowing
greater accessibility
• The coffee shop
and WCs have been
refurbished to be more
accessible and new
furniture installed

First floor:

• Four new Velux
windows have been
fitted to give more
natural light
• The lavatory has been
made larger for easier
access
• A new sink and units
have been installed
The room will be used as
a multi-purpose room for
art, domestic life skills
development and general
teaching space.

Throughout:

• Slip-resistant, hygienic
floors have been laid
• A new stair lift has
been installed
• Sympathetic painting
and decorating
• Horizontal radiators
replaced with upright
radiators to provide
more space.
• New lighting
Our Hall and Barn are
available to hire, out of
session times. It is now
a very attractive and
accessible place to
hire for all.

“The new IT facilities suit my needs
better. It is easier for me to move
around as the room is bigger and more
spacious. Also pleased to be back
on the PC’s instead of laptops.”
- Day Services service user
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